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5 Things Every Bride 
Needs to Know Before 
Planning a Wedding
GET ORGANIZED

Before you grab that chequebook 

and sign off with any vendors, set 

yourself up with a checklist, budgeter 

and guest list manager. Rub the 

dust off those high school three-ring 

binders and start compiling your 

correspondences and notes. There 

may be instances when your vendor 

contact may no longer be working 

there to vouch for you, so keeping a 

paper trail is a great way to confirm 

things. You’ll also find a great wedding 

planning app mentioned in my “Top 6 

Resources” list.

LIGHTEN YOUR LIST

Now more than ever with all the

uncertainties related to the pandemic, 

it’s important to really refine your guest 

list. But narrowing your list isn’t a bad 

thing! Not only does it help with safety 

measures, but it’s an easy way to help 

you save some money as well. One of 

the biggest advantages to smaller size 

weddings is the level of intimacy it can 

have on your day. Without the worries 

of entertaining a large group of people 

you get to really take in and enjoy the 

moment for what it is with the people 

most important to you. And trust me 

when I say, your photos will show it!



BUDGETING GUIDE

Here’s a cheat sheet and good starting point for a wedding 

budget. This will help give an estimated overview of what your 

budget is for each particular category. Make sure you leave some 

room in your wallet for any surprise expenses that may come up. 

These could be things like tailoring and DIY craft supplies.   

45-50%      Reception

8-10%      Flowers

8-10%      Attire

10-12%      Photos / Video

3-4%        Invitations

2-3%        Gifts

5-7%       Miscellaneous
(e.g. Wedding Coordinator)

8-10%      Entertainment / Music

YOUR WEDDING IS ABOUT THE
TWO OF YOU

Sometimes it can feel like you’re planning a 

massive birthday party to please everyone. But 

just remember, your wedding is a celebration 

of your story together. Stop comparing your 

wedding to what you see on Pinterest, what 

your friends have done, or what every family 

member wants. The most important thing is 

that it should feel true to you as a couple.   

SKIP IT, WHO CARES!

Traditions are cool and all, but who ever said 

they were mandatory? Fun fact: the tradition of 

having the bride stand on the left side of the 

altar actually dates back to the Middle Ages 

when the groom needed his right hand free in 

the event that he needed to defend his bride 

from other suitors. So if you’re feeling rebellious 

go ahead and stand on the right side. Or 

maybe you’re more of a donut person than a 

cake person. Feel free to make a tower of those 

glazed goodies and create your own unique 

version of a wedding cake. I’m all about couples 

breaking traditions and doing things their way!

Image credit: Offbeatdonuts
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Complete Wedding Checklist
12 months 5-6 months 3-4 months8-7 months

Choose a date

Talk budget

Decide on a wedding style

Make a guest list

Research key wedding vendors

Choose a wedding party

Create a wedding website

Begin researching wedding at-
tire ideas!

Explore ceremony & reception 
venue options

Book wedding planner

Book photographer

Book videographer 

Book caterer

Book officiant

Book DJ/band

Book hair & makeup

Book florist

Book cake, cupcakes, etc

Reserve ceremony & reception 
venues 

Purchase wedding dress

Choose wedding party attire 

Send Save the Dates

Finalize guest list

Work on gift registry

Plan honeymoon

Finalize your guest list again! 

Plan reception seating

Book a photo booth rental

Hair & makeup trial

Order menu cards and 
guestbook

Order wedding favours

Meet and finalize with florist

Book rehearsal dinner venue 

Finalize honeymoon

Reserve / purchase men’s 
wedding attire

Book transportation services

Reserve event rentals

Choose cake style & place 
order

Schedule menu tastings

Purchase wedding bands

Personalize and order
wedding invitations

Schedule wedding attire 
fittings

Book room for wedding night

Reserve ceremony musicians
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Mail invitations

Begin writing vows

Finalize reception menus

Finalize seating chart

Buy wedding party gifts

Apply for marriage license

Purchase gifts for guests

Create wedding program

Finalize fittings for wedding 
party

Create wedding day timelines 
(send to vendors!)

2 months
Schedule final dress fitting

Pick up marriage license

Pick up wedding rings

Order wedding programs

Finalize reception details

Deliver song list to DJ

Confirm honeymoon 
reservations

1 month
Follow up with guests who 
have not RSVP’d

Write any cheques required 
for the wedding day

Pick up any rented items 
and choose someone to help 
return the items after the 
wedding

Send directions to wedding 
day transportation

Book a spa day for yourself 
you’ve earned it!

1-2 weeks

Attend wedding rehearsal

Thank everyone around you

Go to bed early!! 

Eat a good breakfast

Layout all items you want 
photographed 

Give rings to keeper

Relax and enjoy your special day! 

Day Before & on the Wedding Day



01

BLACK CREEK
PIONEER VILLAGE

Max capacity: 180

Venue rental: Included

Average cost per head: $150

Notes:
- Add ceremony rental $800

- Standard open bar included

03

DOCTOR’S HOUSE

Max capacity: 280

Venue rental: $2,500

Average cost per head: $137 - $172

Notes:
- Add ceremony rental $2,000
- Standard open bar included 

02

CASA LOMA

Max capacity: 225

Venue rental: $20,000

Average cost per head: $140 - $180

Notes:
- Add ceremony rental $2,000
- Standard open bar included

04

DRAKE HOTEL

Max capacity: 200

Venue rental: Included

Average cost per head: $100

Additional notes:
- Minimum spend required 

- Additional setup and security fees

Price List of Toronto & 
GTA Wedding Venues 
Your wedding venue is likely going to be your largest expense, so deciding where 

to have your wedding will play a major role in determining what sort of budget you 

have left to spend on everything else. Whether your ideal venue is on this guide or 

not, this list of 12 popular venues (in no particular order) will help give an idea of the 

costs you’ll be looking at when it comes to booking a place.

Please note, the prices reflected throughout this guide are taken from estimated 

quotes that I’ve gathered for peak season, so be aware that costs will vary 

depending on each event. If you’re a big fan of the venue, but you’re also looking 

to save where possible, you could look at booking during the off season. Typically 

these months run from January to March and could save you 30%-35% in venue 

rental fees and 10%-15% in catering price per person.   
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ESTATES OF SUNNYBROOK

Max capacity: 150

Venue rental: $2,000 - $3,400

Average cost per head: $130 - $170

Notes:
- Add ceremony rental $500
- Minimum spend required
- Requires liability insurance  

06

EVERGREEN
BRICK WORKS

Max capacity: 150 or 500

Venue rental: $2,500 or $5,000

Average cost per head: $125

Notes:
- 20% landmark fee for outside cater

- $30/hr venue supervisor, $30/hr event 
porter, $105/hr security 

09

OLD MILL TORONTO

Max capacity: 120

Venue rental: $300

Average cost per head: $140 - $170

Notes:
- Add ceremony rental $1,500
- Standard open bar included 

10

ONE KING WEST

Max capacity: 280

Venue rental: $750

Average cost per head: $180 - $230

Notes:
- Add ceremony rental $2,000

- 16% service fee
- $36/hr security fee 

07

GRAYDON HALL MANOR

Max capacity: 240

Venue rental: $10,000

Average cost per head: $100 - $140

Notes:
- Add ceremony rental $1,000

- Minimum $25,000 spend
- 20% service fee

08

KORTRIGHT CENTRE

Max capacity: 220

Venue rental: Included

Average cost per head: $174 - $204

Notes:
- Add ceremony rental $995

- Standard open bar included
- Security fee required  

11

STEAM WHISTLE
BREWING

Max capacity: 250

Venue rental: $6,500

Average cost per head: $110

Notes:
- 20% off on Sundays

- Require liability insurance  

12

TORONTO BOTANICAL 
GARDEN

Max capacity: 100 or 200

Venue rental: $3,000 or $4,500

Average cost per head: $50 - $90

Additional notes:
- 15% landmark fees for outside cater

- $250 per security guard
- $40/hr venue supervisor
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Whether this is your first time hiring a photographer or not, my biggest 

advice is to pick someone you gel with! Finding someone you can trust 

and have a connection with is so important. Remember, you’re spending 

the whole day with this person who is a part of some of your most 

personal moments. The experience you have with your photographer 

will strongly reflect how you feel about the photos later on. 

5. The Biggest Tip

1, FIGURING OUT YOUR STYLE

Before you spend hours on Google and 

social media looking for photographers, 

try putting together a collection of photos 

that you really like. Pinterest is a great way 

to get inspired by creating your own mood 

board. Once you have a good collection, 

try narrowing in what draws you to them. 

Maybe it’s the formal-posed portraits, the 

candid photojournalistic style, the dark 

and moody, or the bright and airy. There’s 

something for everyone.     

3, TALK TO THEM, OR BETTER 
YET MEET WITH THEM! 

I always felt that interviewing is too formal 

of a process, so I suggest just chatting with 

them. Go for a cup of coffee or talk over 

the phone. My clients genuinely become 

good friends and I treat each of them 

with the same open and honest feedback. 

The photographers you talk to should be 

transparent about everything so don’t be 

shy to ask them about their style, approach, 

the experience, or ideas they might have. 

Focus on creating together rather than just 

getting photos done!

4, PACKAGES

There are lots of options to chat through 

with your photographer, but typically you’ll 

find pricing broken down into 3 categories:

à la carte style (select your own), 

pre-bundled packages, or a mix of both. 

Think about what’s most important to 

you to capture on your day and let the 

photographer know. They will be able to 

adjust the packages they offer to suit your 

needs and may help with your budget too.

2. THE SEARCH 

First try asking around, maybe your 

friends had a recent wedding and you 

really enjoyed the photographs that 

they had taken. Use location based 

keywords and search terms such as 

“your city wedding photographer.” This 

also applies to hashtags that you can 

use for social media:  #torontowedding, 

#torontobride, #GTAweddings, etc. You 

can also use location tags on social media 

to find photos that people have posted 

to that area. This is a great way to search 

up specific wedding venues and find 

photographers who have shot there. 

How to Book Your Perfect 
Wedding Photographer
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6 Wedding Resources 
That Will Make Your 
Life Easier

MINTED

Minted works with independent artists and 

graphic designers to create ready -made 

invites, save-the-dates, ceremony programs, 

and more. These templates definitely look 

more modern than most other places that 

sell ready off the shelf invites. It’s also easily 

customizable, all you have to do is input 

your information and your set to order. They 

also offer bespoke invitation design in case 

you aren’t Photoshop savvy! 

JOY

From wedding websites and guest list 

tools, to save the dates and invitations, Joy 

is a free wedding planning website and 

app. Their design options are more limited, 

but unlike Zola their interface is more user-

friendly. And their wedding websites are 

free to create!  

PINTEREST

I’m sure I probably don’t need to explain 

this one, but whether you’re on the hunt 

for wedding themes, flower arrangements, 

or hairstyles, Pinterest has it all and then 

some. This would be a great way to create 

a moodboard to share with your wedding 

vendors so that everyone’s on the same 

page.  

WEDDING PLANNER
BY THE KNOT

Wedding Planner is a comprehensive 

app that includes everything from: idea 

collection, checklists, vendor lists, budget 

tracker, dress finder, registry suggestions, 

and a bunch of other features. It’s is quite 

extensive so for those who like to stay 

organize, this might be something for you. 

AMAZON REGISTRY

Funny enough, I actually never knew 

Amazon had their own registry until 

recently. All the staple brands are there and 

they have a large product selection. The 

prices are also better compared to other 

registry’s since they are amazon after all. 

And best of all it’s easy for your guests since 

most just have to log in to shop.

ZOLA

Zola is a combination of a wedding registry 

and wedding website provider in one. 

The Zola registration lives on the wedding 

website itself so it’s convenient to have all 

the information in one spot for your guests. 

I also appreciate the aesthetics of their 

website templates, so that was 

https://www.minted.com/
https://withjoy.com/
https://www.pinterest.com
https://www.theknot.com/wedding-planning-app
https://www.amazon.ca/wedding
https://www.zola.com/

